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Trick-or-Treating at its Finest by Lesley Akers
Halloween is coming up and people are excited 

to celebrate! Some students are ready to dress up and col-
lect tons and tons of candy. Maybe others have different 
ways to celebrate. Some students stay at home and help 
hand out candy to other kids who come knocking at their 
door. Other kids throw parties to hang out with friends 
and have a reason to get out of the house and stay out 
late.  
 Alex Sempek (Jr.), a student at North Thurston 
High School, enjoys doing multiple activities during this 
spooky season. He shares that he goes with his family to 
buy a lot of candy and goodies to make little gift bags to 
give to the trick-or-treaters. Aside from spending quality 
time with his family for the holiday, Sempek likes to in-
vite his friends over to his house and as a group they hide 
and scare anyone who comes by. He says his favorite 
memory of Halloween was “a couple years ago, when I 
scared someone and they went screaming down the street. 
It was funny.” 

 Another student at North Thurston, Saysha 
Belton (So.), also likes to participate in the traditional 
ways of celebrating Halloween. She says that she walks 
her younger siblings around the neighborhood door to 
door to collect candy and goes to costume parties at barns 
in Steilacoom. About Belton’s favorite costume she says, 
“Last year I was a zombie and I had a really nice face 
mask on.” She says she favorited that costume because 
she “put a lot of effort into making the costume and make 
up.” When asking if Belton was aware of others who 
don’t celebrate during the Halloween season she says that 
her mother doesn’t celebrate for religious reasons, but 
that doesn’t stop her from enjoying the activities of the 
season.  
 For most families who celebrate, it is a tradition 
to go trick-or-treating. But how do you know how to get 
the best candy? Lots of kids don’t care as long as they get 
candy at all. Yet, some have strategies figured out so that 
they get the most out of the night of scavenging. Sempek 

says that there is a street near his house that has the best 
decorations, and according to him, those houses have the 
best and most candy to give out. Belton has a very similar 
idea as to how to tell who has the best candy. She says 
the “neighborhoods with the big houses have the most 
candy... because they’re rich.” 
 It’s almost time to dress up, get out, and have 
fun! Get the most candy, trade it with your friends, and 
stay safe. Happy Halloween!

 NaNoWrimo Inspires Writers 
by Saysha Belton
 A secret society? A strange new 
species of squirrel? A video game? What is 
NaNoWriMo? 
 Why, it just so happens to be Nation-
al Novel Writing Month. November may be 
a time for turkey stuffing and cozy socks for 
some, but to an elite group of people, it is time 
to write a novel. NaNoWriMo is an online 
competition that starts midnight on November 
1st, and ends at 11:59:59 on the 30th of the 
month. The goal: write a novel 50,000 words 
in length. Seems crazy, right? Truth be told, 
most artists are pretty nutty, writers included. 
And the few of us that participate are some of 
the weirder variety.  
 There aren’t many rules to this kind 
of thing, because it is all about being creative 
and just writing about whatever pops in your 
head. Trust me, it is pretty simple. All you 
have to do is write 1,667 words everyday to 
keep on track for your goal. All 50,000 words 
have to be written during the month of No-
vember. Already writing a book? No problem. 
You just have to add the 50k to it, without 
counting any previous work. All 120,000 of us 
are simply here to write good stuff. 
 You could be a published author that 
needs a word-count boost, and you turn to 
NaNoWriMo as a way to encourage yourself 
to get your work done. You could also be an 
adult that has never written anything in your 
life, and want a reason to start. And if you 

are like me, you could be a teenager with a 
passion for writing and nowhere to go but up. 
And you can write anything you want; write 
a romance novel, a sci-fi thriller, a collection 
of short stories, or even a book of poetry. 
It doesn’t matter as long as you WRITE IT 
DOWN! 
 It is surprising how amazing the 
sense of community is once you join. Al-
though it is an international organization, 
each region is in charge of planning its own 
activities to keep the authors -- or NaNos as 
we call ourselves --  happy and focused on the 
enormous goal. Our region would be Wash-
ington: Seattle area, and our sponsors have a 
lot planned for all our participants. Wednes-
day, October 23rd, 6:30 p.m. at the Elliott Bay 
Cafe, there will be a “Nano Planning” session 
for people who want a little extra help figuring 
out what to write.They also have “Write-Ins” 
which are a meeting for writers to get together 
and bounce ideas off each other. These happen 
every weekend, so there are so many opportu-
nities to connect with other people that have a 
similar passion for storytelling.  
Want to write a novel in November? Hurry, 
and sign up! If you have ever thought about 
writing a book and want a fun way to rocket 
the process, join us for a month of nothing 
but writing, parties, and creativity at NaNoW-
riMo.org.

 November brings cold days and frigid winds, 
so bring on the beards.  Not only are they built-in 
scarves, chick magnets, and fashion statements but they 
also support prostate cancer (PCa) awareness.  Along 
with the growth of hair supporting the lack of ability to 
do so because of chemotherapy, it is also important to 
note that the main purpose of the event is to donate to 
the cause. 
 Traditionally, the amount of money for groom-
ing your facial hair for a month is the amount of money 
you should donate to the PCa Awareness Cause.  Now, 
assuming a guy goes to a nice barber shop and gets his 
hair and beard trimmed, including a shampooing and 
styling, it could cost about $25 dollars.  Twice in the 
month of November, and it looks like guys should be 
donating about $50 each. 
“No-Shave November is a web-based organization de-
voted to raising cancer awareness and supportive funds 

by putting a fun twist on the month of November,” 
Rebecca Hill wrote on her website, www.no-shaveno-
vember.com.  It is on this website that one can learn 
about the organization, join the fandom, and donate 
their savings. 
 When I asked Christine Hill, co-founder of No-
Shave November, why she started her organization, she 
replied, “There are many reasons why we started the 
cause but more importantly one big purpose.  We un-
derstand that many of us have been affected by cancer 
in our lives one way or another, or know someone who 
has, we started this organization 5 years ago -- our ob-
jective is to create awareness and raise funds for cancer 
research.”  
 All you Rams, guys and gals, I challenge you 
to forget about shaving your faces and legs to support 
cancer patients worldwide.  Don’t forget to donate on 
www.no-shavenovember.org! 

No-Shave November Saves Lives
by Saysha Belton
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Kyle Vaughn is getting ready for face-scarf season 
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TV Shows Date Channel
The Walking Dead Oct. 27, Nov. 3 AMC
Betrayal Oct. 27, Nov. 3 ABC
Once Upon a Time Oct. 27, Nov. 3, 

Nov. 10, Nov. 17
ABC

Blacklist Oct. 28, Nov. 4, 
Nov. 11, Nov. 18, 
Nov. 25

NBC

The Voice Oct. 28, Oct. 29 NBC
Dancing With the Stars Oct. 28 ABC
How I Met Your Mother Oct. 28 CBS
Sleepy Hollow Nov. 4, Nov. 11, 

Nov. 18, Nov. 25
FOX

Supernatural Oct. 29, Nov. 5, 
Nov. 12, Nov. 19, 
Nov. 26

CW

X Factor Oct. 29, Oct. 31 FOX
White Collar Oct. 31, Nov. 7 USA
Sons of Anarchy Oct. 29, Nov. 5 FX
Revolution Oct. 30, Nov. 6 NBC
Law & Order: Special 
Victim Units

Oct. 30 NBC

Criminal Minds Oct. 30 CBS
The Tomorrow People Oct. 30, Nov. 6 CW
Glee Nov. 7 FOX
The Michael J. Fox Show Oct. 31 NBC
Elementary Oct. 31 CBS
Raising Hope Nov. 8 FOX
Doctor Who — 50th An-
niversary Special

Nov. 23 BBC

Witches of East End Oct. 27 Lifetime
Marvel’s Agents of 
S.H.I.E.L.D.

Nov. 5, Nov. 12, 
Nov. 19

ABC

CSI: Crime Scene Inves-
tigation

Oct. 30 CBS

Covert Affairs Oct. 31, Nov. 7 USA
Brooklyn Nine-Nine Nov. 5 CBS

TV Show Calendar
        by Lucas Johnson

 Carrack was soon out in the vacuum of space 
getting ready to do his job, weighted by his space suit and 
belt of tools -- torch, pins, and all the rest. The stars he 
studied every day during his lunch break felt closer with-
out the separation of a glass panel, their twinkling eerie in 
the silence, seeming to pull him away from the ship with 
a malevolent force. He pulled the tether to keep himself 
close to the starship as he floated away from the airlock 
door and over the hull. Finding handholds, he carefully 
climbed forth in search of the damage. 
 In the deep quiet of space, the mechanic’s 
thoughts drifted back to his family on Earth. His wife 
and son were further away every day that went by, and he 
dreamed of returning home. It had been weeks since he 
had been allotted time to call Chris, and he missed her. 
His thoughts simply strayed to memories of her when 
he lived with them on Earth; her job at a local grocery 
market, her love for keeping plants, and the lovely meals 
she made. She always had a fascination with Carrack’s 

engineering hobbies, too. She was always curious about 
how he seemed just to make things work, and how he had 
the seemingly effortless power to fix things. 
 As the homesick man rounded an outcropping 
in the shape of the hull, he spotted his destination. There 
was a smattering of debris blocking direct view of the 
wound to the ship, but as he got closer, the hole was 
clearer. He tapped the head cam of his helmet. 
 “Command, you seeing this?” Carrack waited 
for a response, observing the clean cuts to the hull and the 
fact that the debris consisted only of pieces from the ship, 
no rock that would come from an asteroid. “Command?” 
The channel was quiet despite his calls, so he climbed 
further forward to peer into the puncture. As he leaned 
over the edge and looked into the damaged bay, he was 
nearly pummeled by a sudden spray of debris from within 
and agilely receded to avoid harm. Carrack’s surprise 
and fear were only matched by his curiosity at how it had 
happened. 

 He peered again and saw movement in the shad-
ows. Something was tearing pieces from the ship. 
 Alarms blared in the ship-- lights and sirens, the 
latter of which barely audible to Carrack. Alarm lights in 
the bay flashed and he caught a glimpse of the thing in 
the damaged bay diving away and into more dark. Car-
rack shivered in fear and desperately called Command 
again. 
 “Command! Damage report: it’s a creature! 
We’re under attack!” 
 “Daelith, get inside now!” The driver who 
answered sounded frightened but professional, and for a 
moment Carrack was comforted by that as he turned to 
go back to the airlock. 
 As he turned his gaze fell upon something 
amidst the star that wasn’t there before. He saw a starship 
made of crimson metal looming in space. 
 His jaw dropped as he stared in horror at the 
beams of blinding light striking forth from it.

Comet Tail     an add-on story by Gage Buck

W E Y M D T A G E H A I G C P
F L A W S I N Z I Q V E A A S
C S B O U I B S B G Q C W N P
K Z H K L F G R M A R R H D U
A G P L T L Q B O E G A M Y M
P N I S C O D X Z M U Q V E P
S H Q K Q W F U O N K L S E K
C S Y U N E R P T M Z G Q K I
V B E N N R Z E B U C B N L N
H A P N B E D U R F A R E X W
Y R M N K W Y G F R K C G F Z
C I Z P E R C O S T U M E P B
G B Z U I L A N Q D Z K R A K
S C A R Y R F D N X S V H C D
Y K O O P S E S K R Y D X E O

Find all fifteen words and come to the table at lunch on Oct. 
31 to earn a prize!

Halloween Crossword 
by Erica L. Anderson

Freshman: As much as you like to keep to yourself, now is a good time to reach out 
and communicate with new people.  You may find that these people can turn out to be 
the friends for which you have been looking.

Sophomore: Take the time to sit down, make a financial plan, and ensure that your 
parents are on the same track with you on that plan!  Asking for some help in areas 
that you really need it wouldn’t be that bad of an idea either.  You may find out that it 
was a good idea to ask.

Junior: Lately you have been reaching your limits.  It’s not bad to sit down and ask 
for some necessary help. This is also a good time to express your feelings to that one 
person from whom you have been hiding.

 
Senior: Set high goals for yourself -- not goals that can be achieved within a week or 
within a month, but something that will take a lot of time and commitment to com-
plete.  When planning this big goal, picture where you want to be in a few years.

RamScopes by Cassie Jarvis

 Every year, you dress up with a different 
mask, a different costume, a bigger bag to stash 
your candy in, but it all ends the same: eating 
the candy and having fun with your friends.  But 
Halloween isn’t just for candy and fun; there 
have been many tragic deaths on that night.  Tony 
Bagley was seven year old boy, walking down the 
street to go trick-or-treating when he was shot by 
a masked killer that wanted revenge on Bagley’s 
father.  Bagley’s sister, aunt, and mother, who 
were walking down the street with Tony, were 
injured as well.  The killer was never found. 
 It’s fun to go to a party with a group of 
friends you already know so at least you don’t 
have to be that person who just stands there wait-
ing for someone to talk to you, but that did not 
happen on this Halloween night in 1993.  There 
was a group of six teenagers walking home from 
a Halloween party when a gang of five showered 
the teens with bullets.Three of the victims were 
killed and the three others were wounded.  
  

It’s Called “The Devils Night” For a Reason 
by Breanna Ellis

 Last but not least, Timothy O’Bryan was eight years 
old when his father poisoned him with cyanide (a substance 
commonly used as rat poison) that he had put in a candy bar.  
That night, O’Bryan died while being rushed to the hospital.  
O’Bryan’s father wanted the life insurance on his son and he 
would have done anything to get it. 
 Oct. 31 is just a regular day for many people, but for 
some, it’s the Devil’s play day. 


